Here | Am, Send Me Sunday, September 20, 2026

In 1991, I gave my life to Christ and was ordained by Bishop Reginald Holle at University Lutheran Church in East
Lansing. It was then that Bishop Holle, reluctantly gave me 5 years at Redeemer Church to make it or he would
close this church. You see, this was a church that was financially dependent on the larger church from its beginning,
all the way back to 1922. I said, ok, because I knew, we would be ok, with the gift of the Holy Spirit, we would be
fine. Will, 35 years later and with a lot of work, and a lot of Faith, God has seen us through—and with a lot of
VISION & WORK, we are financially solid and have placed a “FOOTHOLD IN THIS COMMUNITY.”

It was the faith that Reg Holle placed in ME, and the trust that the people of Redeemer put in me as their new leader
that allowed all of us to make it through the highs and lows that we would face together. It was a common dream of
becoming a community church that allowed us to reach out to others around us and find out what they truly needed
from us as a church that God placed in the center of their neighborhood.

I believe it was by LISTENING & BY CARING that our calling from God came together. It was then that we as a
people, a gathering of God heard God say, “HERE 1 AM, SEND ME.”

It is because of this CALL, I invite you to listen for what God is saying to you and to all gathered here today as we
read and encounter God's word together through the words of Isaiah 6:1-8.

[1] In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the hem of his robe filled
the temple.

[2] Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two they
covered their feet, and with two they flew.

[3] And one called to another and said: "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory."
[4] The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled with smoke.

[5] And I said: "Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet
my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!"

[6] Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar with a pair of tongs.

[7] The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: "Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and
your sin is blotted out."

[8] Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ""Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?" And I said, "Here am
I; send me!"

YES, WHEN WE ARE ALL BAPTIZED, WE RECEIVE A CALL, A CALL TO FOLLOW JESUS, but it takes
a lifetime of work in the church, a lifetime of hearing Isaiah’s Words, “Here I am, send me.” Each day as we grow, as
we hear God’s Word, we find ways, based on where we are in our life’s journey, to FOLLOW HIM. AND THAT IS
WHAT WE HAVE DONE TOGETHER AT REDEEMER CHURCH. We have put together our “Helping Hands” and
we have Followed Him. And boy have we accomplished a lot. We have gone from a 53, 000 budget we could not
fund to almost a 1,000,000 budget we fund well. And our Outreach ministries are amazing.

In vs. 8 Isaiah said, ""Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?'" And I said, "Here am I; send me!"

YOU ALL HAVE LISTENED WELL TO THAT CALL AND MANY BEFORE YOU HAVE BEEN FAITHFUL
TOO. In the last 35 years I have had the honor to know and love many who greeted me when I first walked through
the doors of this place and they helped me grow into the Pastor I am today. They straightened me out, they were not
afraid to tell me when I was off base, they read my doctoral dissertation for grammar errors, they loved me as much as
I loved them and they gave me the honor to walk with them all the way to the end of life’s journey. AND EACH OF
YOU HAVE BLESSED ME AS MUCH IF NOT MORE.

There is a story about a church congregation from Georgia who wanted to begin a Habitat for Humanity
group. It was in the early days of Habitat, so the group went to Americus, Georgia to meet with Millard Fuller, the
founder of Habitat for Humanity. The group toured the Habitat facilities and saw a presentation on how groups
operate. The founder, Mr. Fuller, took time from his busy schedule to go and talk to this group. During their
conversation, one of the folks from the church said, "Mr. Fuller, we think this is what God is calling us to do. But
before we begin, how much money do you think we should have in the bank to get us off the ground?"



Fuller leaned toward the man and in a very low and serious voice told him, "It would be wholly irresponsible,
completely negligent, totally feather-brained if you started an “outreach” program without at least one dollar. Don't
dare make a move without it!"

That day, the Georgia Church learned, that like the disciples discovered with Jesus, when He told them to feed
the masses themselves — that it takes FAITH TO FOLLOW JESUS. IT TAKES FAITH TO SEE JESUS’ CALL
THROUGH.

Each of you have heard that call as well. And at some point, in your life, whether it was at confirmation, Christmas
Eve, a revival, camp, VBS, a youth rally or a SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP, it doesn't make any difference.
With Isaiah, you said, '"Yes" to God. You said: '"Here I am, send me."

IN THE WORDS....” SEND ME, IS A VISION. Why? It causes all of us to look forward—FORWARD INTO
WHAT IS COMING NEXT!

The Apostle Paul reminds us that we are not only children of God but heirs to the Kingdom. And remember, in
Gospel of John, at the Last Supper, Jesus told the Disciples and us, "I no longer call you servants....now I call you
friend."

Friends, brothers and sisters, children of God, you and I have a unique relationship with God through Christ.

e It's one that calls for action.

e One that calls for connection.

e One that calls for involvement.

e One that calls us to answer, ""Here am I; send me!"

SO WHERE ARE WE BEING SENT, AND WHAT ARE WE BEING SENT TO DO?
"I'm glad you asked that question."

For the past few weeks, I've been praying and studying and thinking and trying to listen to God to discern
where I think God wants us to Go and what God wants us to do.

We've done some incredible things over the past 35 years that you all should be proud of. Ministries that have made a
difference in lives of 1000’s of people both young and old. You listened to God’s call, when He said through the
prophet Isaiah, “Follow Me.” New ministries and opportunities are springing up left and right. Without listing every
one of them, new Men's, Women's and Children's ministries have been started or will be starting shortly. Lay
ministries programs have increased.

But now it's time for us to take another step into that Vision. That's the way I feel about what and where God has been
guiding and directing my thoughts, my prayers, my study and even who God has brought into my life over the last
three or four months.

EVEN THOUGH we had the threat of terrible weather, we had a awesome Ice Cream Social, and this past Thursday,
we topped it off with a wonderfully attended Taco Dinner. And Fall started off with lots of new children attending our
School.

Soon we will be stepping into new plans into what God has in store for us. What we should attempt next for our
future. And of course, Halloween and Thanksgiving are knocking on the door soon.

BUT BEFORE WE TAKE OUT NEXT STEP, I NEED TO ASK, Are you there? OK, now listen. Listen to God
once again. Hear what God is saying to you today. God continues to call, even today. So, listen.

Now having heard the call of God, keep vour eyes closed and raise your hand. This only between you and God and
not everyone else around you. Simply raise your hand and answer with Isaiah, "Here I am, send me."

OK, you can put your hands down and look up. By saying, "Here I am, send me!" you have no idea how much
power for the ministry of this church and the work of the Holy Spirit you have just unleashed. And because of that,
together, you and I will step into the future AND UNLEASH THE POWER OF... “OUR HELPING HANDS.”



Tony Campolo tells a wonderful story about a pastor friend of his who had a deacon in his church. The pastor had
tried to get the deacon to really open up and let the spirit lead him in some form of ministry. Finally the spirit led the
deacon to conclude that there was one thing he could do in service to God and to others. He could take the youth
group to the retirement home. Once a month the youth group of this church went to the retirement home and put on a
little church service for the residents.

Once this deacon went with the youth and stood in the back of the room. The youth were performing and an older
man in a wheel chair rolled his chair over to where the deacon was standing, took hold of his hand and held it all
during the service. That was repeated the next month and the next month and the next month and the next month and
the next month. Then they went one Sunday afternoon and the man wasn't there. The deacon asked the nurse in
charge, "What happened to that man?"

"Oh," she said, "He's near death. He's just down the hall, in the third room. Maybe you should go in and visit him.
He's unconscious, though."

The deacon walked down and went into the room. There were tubes everywhere. It wasn't pretty. The deacon went
over and took hold of the hand of the gentleman in the bed. Instinctively, led by the Spirit, he said a prayer. And when
he said "Amen," the old fellow squeezed his hand.

The deacon was so moved by that squeeze of the hand that he began to weep. He shook a little. He tried to get out of
the room and, as he was leaving the room, he bumped into this woman who was coming into the room.

She said, "He's been waiting for you. He said he did not want to die until Jesus came and held his hand, and I
tried to tell him that after death he would have a chance to meet Jesus and talk to Jesus and hold Jesus' hand. But
he said, 'No. Once a month Jesus comes and holds my hand and I don't want to leave until I have a
chance to hold the hand of Jesus once more.'"’

And, in truth, that gentleman had been holding Jesus' hand. Like Isaiah that deacon said: "Here I am, send me."
And he didn't go alone—JESUS WENT WITH HIM.

And neither will we, as we venture forth from this day to share the Good News of Jesus Christ with others, for as we
go forth, Christ goes forth with us.

So, as we continue our journey of faith and the vision God is revealed, may we all respond with great JOY to
His CALL, "Here I am, send me!"

AMEN.



